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Cabinet Executive - Monday, 12 January 2026 

 

CABINET EXECUTIVE 
   

Minutes of a meeting held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Narborough  
   

MONDAY, 12 JANUARY 2026 
   

Present: 
   

Councillor Ben Taylor (Leader) 
Councillor Cheryl Cashmore (Finance, People and Transformation Portfolio Holder) 

(Deputy Leader) 
 
 Cllr. Nick Chapman - Health, Community and Economic 

Development Portfolio Holder 
 Cllr. Nigel Grundy - Neighbourhood Services and Assets 

Portfolio Holder 
 Cllr. Les Phillimore - Housing, Community Safety and 

Environmental Services Portfolio Holder 
 Cllr. Mike Shirley - Planning and Strategic Growth Portfolio 

Holder 
 

Also in attendance: 
Cllr. Nick Brown – Chairman of Scrutiny Commission    

Cllr. Neil Wright – Vice-Chairman of Scrutiny Commission 
 

Officers present:- 
 

 Julia Smith - Chief Executive 
 Marc Greenwood - Executive Director - Place 
 Louisa Horton - Executive Director - Communities 
 Sarah Pennelli - Executive Director - S.151 Officer 
 Gemma Dennis - Corporate Services Group Manager 
 Katie Hollis - Finance Group Manager 
 Joanne Davis - Accountancy Services Manager 
 Sarabjit Khangura - Council Tax Income and Debt Manager 
 Avisa Birchenough - Democratic & Scrutiny Services Officer 
 Nicole Cramp - Democratic & Scrutiny Services Officer 
 
 

1. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS  

 

 No disclosures were received. 

  

2. MINUTES  

 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 20 November 2025, as circulated, were 
approved and signed as a correct record.   
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3. PUBLIC SPEAKING PROTOCOL  

 

 No requests were received. 

  

4. COUNCIL TAX BASE 2026-27  

 

 Considered – Report of the Council Tax Income & Debt Manager. 
 
Other Options Considered: 
 
None – the setting of the Council Tax Base is a statutory requirement. 

  

 DECISIONS 
 

1. That the Tax Base for the year 2026/27 be set at 34,926.50 
 

2. The amount calculated by Blaby District Council as the Council Tax Base 
for each of the District’s Parishes for the year 2026/27 as detailed in 
Appendix C of the report. 

 
3. That the Tax Base be prepared without taking into account special 

expenses under Section 34a and 35 of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992. 

 
Reasons: 
 
1. The Council is statutorily required to set its base each year by 31st 

January before the subject year. 
 

2. To enable the Tax Base to be prepared without taking into account 
special expenses as explained below. 

 

  

5. NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATES BASE 2026-27  

 

 Considered – Report of the Finance Group Manager. 
 
Other Options Considered: 
 
None. The setting of the NNDR Base is a statutory requirement. 

  

 DECISIONS 
 

1. That the amount calculated by Blaby District Council as its National Non- 
Domestic Rate Base for the financial year 2026/27 is £53,963,339.  
 

2. That delegated authority be given to the Executive Director (Section 151) 
in consultation with the Finance, People and Transformation Portfolio 
Holder to make amendments, if required, to the draft National Non-
Domestic Rate Base prior to submission of the NNDR1 return by 31st 
January 2026. 
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Reasons: 
 
1. The Council has a statutory obligation to set its National Non-Domestic 

Rate (NNDR) Base for 2026/27 by 31st January 2026.  
 

2. It is appropriate for the Executive Director (Section 151) to have authority 
to amend the National Non-Domestic Rate Base in line with the finalised 
NNDR1 submission, to ensure that all known factors are considered. 

 

  

6. ESTABLISHMENT 2025-26 AND 2026-27  

 

 Considered – Report of the Accountancy Services Manager.   
 
Other Options Considered:    
 
Not to produce a separate report on establishment costs ahead of the main 
budget proposals. This option is not considered appropriate given that the 
establishment budget constitutes such a significant proportion of core costs. 

  

 DECISIONS 
 

1. That the latest forecast in respect of the 2025/26 establishment be 
accepted.  
 

2. That the proposed establishment budget for 2026/27 be approved. 
 

3. That additional resource requirement for 2026/27 as set out in paragraph 
4.4 of the report be approved. 

 
Reason: 
 
The cost of the establishment is a significant part of the Council’s overall 
budget and members are asked to consider and approve the budget for the 
next financial year. The final establishment costs will be incorporated into the 
General Fund budget for consideration in February 2026. 
 

  

THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 5.45 P.M.


